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ACADEMICS AND PROGRAMMING 
 

Technology and E-Learning Preparations 
To be sure we are prepared for all forms of learning this year Saint William has reviewed its hardware and 
infrastructure, learning management systems and technology policies. The following points address each of these. 

 Kindergarten through eighth grade will use Google Classroom as a Learning 
Management System (LMS). Preschool may also use See Saw as an LMS. These will be 
used both in school and in the event of e-learning. 

 Google Meet will be the video conferencing tool used by all grades. This will allow Saint 
William Faculty to deliver real-time instruction to all students for e-learning.   

 Students in kindergarten through eighth grade will be provided with an iPad (k-2) or 
Chromebook (3-8). The devices will be properly set up with firewalls and filters for in-
school and home use. In the event of e-learning students will be able to take their 
device home, provided the family has signed a Device Loan Agreement. 

 The first two weeks of in-person instruction will focus on how to access all platforms 
and programs associated with the LMS. 

 Resources, like Common Sense Media will be shared with parents to provide 
information on being a good digital citizen, cyber bullying, and screen time 
management. 

 Parents will be required to sign a Device Loan Agreement so students can take devices 
home in the event of remote learning. The agreement will outline proper care 
expectation and responsibility for damage to or loss of a device.  

 As usual parents and students sign will sign the yearly acceptable use policy for 
technology. 

 All device serial numbers will be recorded and associated with particular students. 3rd-
8th grade students will be assign a specific Chromebook at the beginning of the school 
year. Kindergarten through second grade students will each be assigned an iPad.  

 The faculty has prepared an e-learning transition plan to assure a smooth transition in the 
event a class or the entire school must move to short or long-term e-learning.  

 

Socio-Emotional Learning 
Recognizing that the quarantine period has been very difficult for our students the faculty has prepared activities 
and opportunities that allow students to share their stories, concerns and hopes in a safe and supportive 
environment.  Our goal is to ease students back into the classroom while providing predictable and familiar 
routines to help make them feel safe.  

 Intentional Social Emotional Learning will continue to be a focus throughout the school year. 

 Look for your child’s teacher to reach out for frequent check-ins with your family. We want 
to be sure we are all working together to support our children.  

 

 



 

     Saint William School       2559 N. Sayre Ave.         Chicago, IL 60707         773-637-5130 

Catholic Identity 
We are a spiritual people. Not despite of but because we are experiencing difficult and traumatic times we must 

continue to help our students develop a deep and abiding relationship with our Savior Jesus Christ. To that end 

we will focus on the following points, 

 While observing all essential safety requirements (cohorts, masks, distancing) our students will 
attend Mass as a school on the first Wednesday of the month. Students will receive training and 
be able to practice the skills needed to keep them safe in the church while participating in the 
Mass.  

 Daily prayer will be livestreamed through Google Meet to every classroom. Classes will take turns 
hosting prayer in the morning.  

 The Catholic Identity Faculty Team will continue to develop activities that more fully form our 
students as disciples of Jesus Christ. An example of this is the development of rich daily prayer. 
The Daily Examen for children is an example of the type of induvial prayer experience we will 
develop with our children to help them build their relationship with Jesus.  

 Sacramental reception for rising third graders will happen this fall: Reconciliation will be held 
November 19, 2020 5 pm to 8pm. First Communion will be held Saturday, November 21st at 11:00 
am. Please watch for more information from the school and parish. 

 Sacramental preparation will take place with the second grade teacher as usual. Specific information 
about the Reconciliation Prayer Service and Communion Mass will be shared as soon as firm dates 
are set, however parents can plan that their students will receive the sacraments in late spring 
(April/May) 

 

Curriculum Planning 
 Yearlong curriculum maps have been developed for English language arts (reading), math, science and 

religion from preschool through eighth grade. The maps detail important learning standards by month 
and help teachers to use assessment data to plan and differentiate instruction effectively. 

 Because we are all feeling the effects of the trauma associated with our COVID reality, Second Step, a 
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) curriculum will introduced and incorporated into the Saint William 
curriculum. We will take a wraparound approach to SEL incorporating into all aspects of teacher/student 
interactions. 

 

Use of Assessments 

 Benchmark assessments will be completed the first two weeks of school. Assessment tools will include 
iReady and curriculum based assessments in reading and math in kindergarten through eighth grade. 
The data we gather from the assessments will help us know how to address the learning gaps that are 
inevitable as a result of remote learning last spring.  

 

Equitable Grading 

 Grading scales have reverted to our traditional developmental and letter grade scales. 

 We recognize there are a lot of unusual circumstances in our lives today. To best support our students 
we have adjusted our philosophy on assignment deadlines. While we want our students to develop  

 



 

     Saint William School       2559 N. Sayre Ave.         Chicago, IL 60707         773-637-5130 

personal responsibility and a good work ethic we will be softening hard deadlines for assignments and 
working closely to focus on completion of work over the exact dates for turn-in. We will still maintain 
high standards for work product and students will need to submit work to receive credit 

 A growth mindset will be employed to the extent possible allowing students to continue to develop 
their skills in relation to priority standards.  We want to encourage students to continue developing 
their understanding of all of the high priority learning standards. 

  
Inclusive Education 

 All student service plans will be reviewed with teachers before the beginning of the school year. Plans will 
be made so students continue to receive the supports indicated in their service plan regardless of 
instructional modalities. 

    

Re-Entry Orientation and Communication 
 Parents will be fully informed about the “hows” and “whys” of health and safety protocols 

implemented to keep their children safe both through the reopening plan and associated parent 
(zoom) meetings and through teacher communications as school is set to reopen. 

 Students will be fully engaged in classroom discussions in the opening weeks of school about 
appropriate safety protocols for the upcoming school year. 

 The re-entry plan was introduced to teachers during a meeting and feedback was gathered. 
Following discussion each teacher created a classroom management and SEL plan associated with 
re-entry 

 Families will be asked to provide updated email and phone numbers. It is essential that parents provide us 
with the ability to communicate effectively. Family communications will happen through the school 
newsletter, special broadcasted calls, teacher newsletters, and individual calls home. We encourage you to 
include contact information for everyone responsible for the care of your children. This can include 
grandparents, aunts and uncles, and caregivers. Forms will be sent home to complete and return to school 
so we can update our data base.  

 To the best of our abilities, family communications will be translated into Spanish. 
 

E-Learning Options 
During late May and June the Archdiocese engaged in multiple surveys and listening events with families across 
the Archdiocese. Several Saint William families participated in both. Overwhelmingly families indicated they 
wanted their children back in our schools for in-person learning. When the Cardinal talked about e-learning in 
his address to our families in early summer he promised e-learning as a choice based on this feedback. As we get 
closer to school opening some families are rethinking their choices and more are now expressing an interest in 
an e-learning option. Because initial interest was seen to be low the Archdiocesan plan allowed for participation 
only for students who had diagnosed medical conditions that would, by doctor’s orders, require them to 
quarantine until a COVID vaccine was widely available. With an increased interest in full-time e-learning we have 
had to rethink our options. Saint William will use a tiered approach to e-learning for our students 
 
It is critical that our children continue to learn at very high levels despite the pandemic. Unfortunately students 
will not be given the opportunity to stay in elementary school an extra year to catch up on learning losses due to 
less than rigorous instruction.  Gaps in learning at the elementary level will lead to wider learning gaps at the  
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high school level. It is our concern that these gaps will mean that many if not most students may never catch up 
and never reach their full potential. To that end Saint William is determined to continue to provide very high-
quality instruction and learning while still being sensitive to the world situation and our families wide-ranging 
needs. 
 

 Students who have a diagnosed and documented medical condition and have a doctor’s order indicating 
that for health reasons they must quarantine and cannot be in school will have an option to register for a full 
year of instruction that will be provided by a third-party.  Families will need to provide medical 
documentation and a doctor’s order to participate in the year-long option. If you feel your child qualifies and  
would like more information please email Mrs. Zver at nzver@stwilliamschool.org or call the school office at 
773-637-5130 

 

 Families who do not feel comfortable with their child returning to in-person instruction will have the option 
to participate in e-learning delivered by the Saint William faculty. Daily instruction will happen in real-time 
across the school day with a combination of synchronous and asynchronous teaching. Synchronous teaching 
means the teacher will livestream the instruction happening in the classroom so your child is learning the 
same thing their peers are learning at the very same time instruction is happening in the classroom. This 
method will be used for high-impact high-need instructional areas in reading and math. Asynchronous 
instruction means the teacher will record lessons (usually the lesson that happened in the classroom) and 
deliver the recorded lesson to the student through Google Classroom. In both cases the student will be given 
the same practice work their peers are completing in school to complete at home. Students may also be 
given additional learning activities and resources to round out their home learning experience. A family can 
expect a student to be actively learning about four to five hours a day with a little less than half that time 
requiring screen time. While our hope is that parents will need only be present as guides we cannot provide 
an e-learning experience that is free of the need for adult supervision, especially for our younger students. 
Students who participate in e-learning will be provided with a Saint William device such as an iPad or 
Chromebook providing parents have signed both the loan agreements and the acceptable use policies. Work 
completed by the student will be returned electronically through the Learning Management System (LMS= 
Google Classroom) or by dropping it off at the school daily.  

 

 Teachers will also conduct at least one socially focused check-in daily with the remote students. This will involve the e-
learning and in-person students participating in a morning meeting or religion class together with the aim of keeping 
the distanced students connected with their in-school peers.  

 

 Students in e-learning will be graded on all work just as their peers in the classroom are graded. This is to reflect our 
expectation that e-learning will hold the same rigor and value as in-person instruction. Attendance will be taken and 
recorded on the record of e-learning students 
 

 Families who opt for e-learning must commit to the program for an entire trimester. Allowing families to opt in and out 
of the program will cause serious disruption in our classrooms and hamper our efforts at high-quality instruction.  

 

 Families who opt for e-learning should take steps now to ensure their child will have access to reliable high-speed 
internet connections during the school day.  

 

 All families who would like to participate in e-learning must register for the program no later than Monday, August 17. 
Families can register at elearning@stwilliamschool.org  If you are registered for school and do not officially register for 
the e-learning option it will be assumed you are participating in in-person learning.  
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